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Mestre do Sardoal Wood Paintings

Works of art from the 16th century, attributed 
to the Manuelino style atelier of Manuel 
Vicente and Vicente Gil, from Coimbra. 
These artists were part of the group considered 
accountable for the transition from Gothic to 
Renaissance aesthetics in Portugal, and this 
altarpiece, composed of seven wood paintings, 
is considered to be their greatest work.

Sardoal

S. MateusS. João Baptista

 Arcanjo S. GabrielVirgem da Anunciação

S. PauloS. Pedro Christ

Photography by Paulo Sousa
Design by João Saraiva
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CHURCH OF THE CONVENT 
OF SANTA MARIA DA CARIDADE

SENHOR DOS REMÉDIOS 
CHAPEL

SANT’ANA 
CHAPEL

SANTA CATARINA 
CHAPEL

Nª. Sª. DO CARMO
CHAPEL

ESPÍRITO SANTO 
CHAPEL

MISERICÓRDIA 
CHURCH

MATRIZ CHURCH
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The Convent belonged to the Franciscans.  
Its construction was initiated in the second 
half of the 16th century. It houses two out-
standing  gilded wood carved altarpieces-
reliquaries from the 17th century. The main 
altarpiece, from the same period, has on 
its throne the original polychrome stone 
sculpture, depicting Santa Maria da Cari-
dade. Throughout, the church’s décor shows 
a strong oriental inspiration.

Santa Maria da Caridade 
Church and Convent

Sardoal

Built in the 16th century, its archway is a Renaissance 
highlight  in the region. The church and its archway 
were projected by João de Castilho and the execution 
of the last was by Lucas Fernandes. In the interior of 
the temple one can find remarkable tile panels, par-
ticularly the one portraying Jesus washing his disci-
ples’ feet, located in the main chapel, and the trompe 
l ’oeil illusions, that bring harmony to the space.

Misericórdia Church

17th century Namban Art oratory

16th century 
Renaissance archway

Christ on the cross, 
16th century 

polychrome wood sculpture

Cloister

Convent’s Church

Tomb of the 1st Archbishop of Bahia, 
17th century Prime Archbishop of Brazil

18th century sacristy

Virgin Mary apparition to S. Tiago, 
18th century tile panel

Main altarpiece

18th century main altarpiece and tile panels

16th/17th century Misericórdia flag 
obverse and reverse

Matriz Church / Santiago and São Mateus

Its construction was initiated in the Gothic pe-
riod (14th/15th century). The archway and the 
rosette are remarkable, and its magnificent in-
terior reflects influence of different eras. This 
church is the trustee of the 16th century altar-
piece paintings attributed to Manuel Vicente 
and Vicente Gil’s atelier. The exuberance of the 
Baroque, present in the main altarpiece, and the 
tile panels by Manuel dos Santos make a visit to 
this temple a rather pleasant surprise.        

Pietà, 14th/15th century 
 polychrome stone sculpture
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